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pair of essays printed in The Century Magazine for December,
1901, and January, 1902, included more than a hundred letters
dealing with Thackeray's American tours. And Lucy Baxter's
Thackeray's Letters to an American Family, first printed in The
Century Magazine between November, 1903, and March, 1904,
and published as a book in October of the latter year, brought to
light nearly the whole of Thackeray's correspondence with the
Baxter family.

The next event is by all odds the most sensational in our brief
chronicle. We have seen that the published letters from Thackeray
to Mrs. Brookfield were acquired by J. Pierpont Morgan. But
Mrs. Brookfield retained in her possession a number of more inti-
mate, unpublished letters. Though she had desired her son
Charles to burn these after her death, he instead sold them to a
London agent. Their next purchaser was Major William H. Lam-
bert of Philadelphia, to whom they came "still tied in a little pack-
age with a bit of faded ribbon." 2 Meantime, a complementary
packet of Thackeray's letters had also gone astray. Though part
of Thackeray's correspondence with Mrs. Elliot and Kate Perry
was given to the Elliot family, most of it was kept by Miss Perry,
who lived on till she was almost ninety.

The last time I saw her [writes Lady Ritchie, evidently about 1900]
she sai4 to me that she had some letters of my father's which she valued
above most of her possessions. She said if I really wished it she would
give them to me. But she looked so regretful that I said: 'Why of course
not, much the best is to burn them yourself, for I have my own letters,
and these were for you.' She said that was what she felt and she had
left instructions for Mary to burn them. Mary was her faithful maid to
whom she left everything. Mary unfortunately died suddenly and some
lodging-house keepers came in for the last two years, who managed the
house, looked after Miss Perry, and at her death announced that she had
signed a will revoking any previous legacies to friends and leaving pic-
tures and everything she had to them, and that she had specially given
them the letters. I wrote to Mr. Reginald Smith to try and buy them
back from this man. Sir 'Gerald, a nephew, thought of going to law, but
the expense and difficulty was so great that he preferred to let the money

2 See the letters of Frederick S. Dickson and W. Gordon McCabe to The
New York Sun of February 3, 1914.